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SUBJECT:     "First  Aid  to  Red  Flannels 11  -  Information  from  the  Bureau  of  Human 


The  pungent  odor  of  moth  balls  fills  the  air.     Winter  clothes  are  coming  out 
of  storage.     Heavy  coats  and  suits  and  sweaters  and  scarves  and  mittens.  Then 
over  in  another  pile...  the  family's  supply  of  winter  underwear. 

You  check  through  the  clothes  to  see  if  the  moth  halls  have  really  gi^en 
protection. 

Then  you  '.lake  another  survey  to  see  what  needs  doing  to  put  the  clothes  in 
wearable  condition. 

Here's  a  bit  of  advice  from  the  clothing  experts  of  the  U.  S.  Department  of 
Agriculture.     "Recondition  your  heavy  underwear. .. if  possible.     Even  though  the 
war  is  over. . .  coal  will  be  scarce  this  winter.  ..and  new  woolen  underwear  for 
civilians  is  still  on  the  shortage  side." 

Here  are  some  pointers  on  mending, .. you' 11  find  helpful. 

If  you  need  to  patch  the  underwear. .. use  a  tiny  cross  stitch  around  the  edges 

of  the  patch.     The  cross  stitch  makes  for  elasticity.     For  a  patch  on  a  heavy 

suit... the  thick  ;cleece-lined  type. ..use  lightweight  knit  material.     It's  less 

bulky.     Makes  a  more  comfortable  patch. 

When  you  check  to  see  if  all  the  buttons  are  on. ..check  the  buttonholes  too. 
If  they've  stretched  out  of  shape  so  badly  they  won't  fasten. ..  re- wo rk  'em.  Some- 
times the  buttonholes  are  torn  at  the  end.     Sometimes  they've  raveled  completely 
out.     Machine- sti ten  close  around  the  edges  of  these  buttonholes. .. and  then  re- 
work them. 

You  can  strengthen  weak  seams  in  heavy  underwear  if  you'll  sew  thin  tape 
over  the  seam  on  the  underside  of  the  garment.     This  will  prevent  fraying  too. 

When  winter's  winds  begin  to  blow.  ..those  heavy  undies  will  feel  mighty  food. 
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